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SUBJECT: ECOSOC GROUP ON CORRUPT PRACTICES 

1. SUMMARY. IN INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS WITH SECRETARIAT 
PERSONNEL AND WITH AERICAN REPRESENTATIVES USUN HAS BEEN 
EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES EOR RECONCILING CONTENTIOUS 
SECTION OE CORRUPT PRACTICES REPORT ON SOUTHERN AERICA. 

AERICAN LINE TOWARD U.S. IS BASICALLY MODERATE AND CON- 
TAINS AN UNDERLYING APPRECIATION EOR U.S. EEEORTS ELSE- 
WHERE WITH REGARD TO SOUTHERN AERICA. END SUMMARY. 

2. NIGERIAN REP (ABUAH) EXPRESSED DISSATISEACTION WITH 
THE WAY SOUTH AFRICAN ISSUE WAS HANDLED IN APRIL 3-14 
CORRUPT PRACTICES MEETING. WHAT AERICAN GROUP HAD 
WANTED WAS A SUBSTANTIVE, WORD-BY-WORD DISCUSSION OE 
OTHER SECTIONS. HE IMPLIED THAT HE SAW SECTION 

PATED QUESTIONS ON DEEINITION OE ROYALTY, OR ON HOW 
PARA (I) COULD BE INTERPRETED OR IMPLEMENTED. IN SO 
DOING, HE SEEMED TO RECOGNIZE PROBLEMS WITH THE PARA. 

WHAT AERICAN GROUP ULTIMATELY DESIRES, HE SAID, IS EOR 
U.S. TO COOPERATE IN A LULL AND EORTHRIGHT DISCUSSION 
OE THE SECTION, THEREBY INCREASING PRESSURE ON BRITISH 
TO EOLLOW SUIT. HE READILY ADMITTED THAT IT WAS BASICALLY 
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AN INAPPROPRIATE CONTEXT WITHIN WHICH TO RAISE THE 
SOUTHERN AERICAN ISSUE, ADDING THAT GEN. OBASANJO HAD 
BEEN AMUSED BUT PLEASED WITH THE INSERTION OE THE 
ISSUE IN E/6006 WHEN HE WAS BRIEFED ON IT DURING HIS 
VISIT HERE IN THE FALL. ABUAH SAID THAT HE WAS DISSATIS- 
FTF.D WITH U.S. STATEMENT ON SOUTHERN AERICA SECTION 
WHICH HE HAD INTERPRETED AS A CALL FOR POSTPONEMENT OE 
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THE DISCUSSION. MISOFF SAID THAT THIS INTERPRETATION 
WAS UNFORTUNATE AND ARGUED THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, U.S. 
HAD EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSION 
OF THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. DESPITE HIS OWN PRIVATE AD- 
MISSION OF THE FACT, ABUAH ADDED THAT COMMENT BY U.S. DEL 
IN FORMAL DISCUSSION THAT THIS WAS AN INAPPROPRIATE PLACE 
TO BRING UP THE ISSUE WAS UNHELPFUL. 

3. OBVIOUSLY THE AFRICANS EXPECT NO MAJOR MOVEMENT 
WITH REGARD TO SOUTHERN AFRICA TO OCCUR IN THIS FORUM, 

AND THEIR GOAL IS RATHER TO CONTINUE PRESSURE ON ALL 
FRONTS TO ENCOURAGE NEW POLICY COMMITMENTS IN OTHER U.N. 
FORA. THERE IS AN OPEN APPRECIATION FOR RECENT 
INITIATIVES OF THE U.S. WITH REGARD TO SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

AND USUN HAS THE IMPRESSION THAT AFRICANS PROBABLY DO NOT 
INTEND TO HOLD THE CORRUPT PRACTICES AGREEMENT AS 
HOSTAGE FOR FURTHER MOVEMENT ON SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

RATHER THEY BRING UP III. 5 WITH THE INTENTION OF PRO- 
VIDING PUBLICITY FOR THE ISSUE AND APPLYING PRESSURE 
ON THE MORE RETICENT COUNTRIES, IN PARTICULAR THE U.K. 

4. USUN HAS ALSO INFORMALLY DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
CENTER ON TNC PERSONNEL WHO SEEM TO FEEL THAT WORDS 
"IN CONTRAVENTION OF UN RESOLUTIONS" COULD BE CHANGED 
TO "IN CONTRAVENTION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS" 

WITH CONCURRENCE OF AFRICANS. MISOFF EXPLAINDED U.S. 
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LEGAL PROBLEMS WITH REQUIRING INFORMATION OF FIRMS 
OPERATING IN CONTRAVENTION OF U.S. 

LAW (PARA (II)), WHICH WERE ACCEPTED AS TECHNICAL RATHER 
THAN PURELY POLITICAL PROBLEMS. INSTEAD, CENTER 
SUGGESTED THAT IN THAT CASE PARA COULD BE AMMENDED TO 
READ THAT HOME STATES BE OBLIGED TO REQUEST REPORTS 
ON ACTIVITIES OF TNCS OPERATING IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND 
THAT IF COMPANIES THEN REFUSED TO ANSWER THAT THIS RE- 
FUSAL BE REPORTED. MISOFF AGREED TO DISCUSS THIS 
POSSIBILITY BUT REITERATED U.S. PREFERENCE THAT PARA BE 
DELETED. 

5. USUN FEELS THAT AGREEMENT ON III. 5 IS POSSIBLE. 
PREREQUISITES THOUGH SEEM TO BE INVOLVEMENT IN A FORTH- 
COMING AND DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE SECTION AT THE 
RESUMED SESSION IN JUNE WITH GOALS OF AFRICANS IN MIND 
(I.E. PUBLICIZING THE PROBLEM, AND APPLYING PRESSURE 

ON WESTERN COUNTRIES, BUT IN PARTICULAR THE U.K.) IF, 

TO THIS END, AFRICANS FEEL THAT U.S. HAS PLAYED POSITIVE 
ROLE IN THE DISCUSSION AND HAS AVOIDED APPEARING 
DEFENSIVE, USUN BELIEVES THEY WILL ULTIMATELY MODIFY 
THEIR DEMANDS. IN VIEW OF PRIVATE AFRICAN ADMISSIONS 
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THAT PARA IS SLOPPILY DRAFTED AND THAT CORRUPT PRACTICES 
CONVENTION IS NOT THE MOST APPROPRIATE FRAMEWORK FOR 
TREATMENT OF THIS ISSUE, THERE REMAINS EVEN AN OUTSIDE 
CHANCE THAT AERICANS WILL NOT INSIST ON THE PARA. 
HOWEVER, RESULTS OF U.N. COMMISSION ON TNCS WILL COLOR 
STANCE AFRICANS TAKE IN CORRUPT PRACTICES GROUP. 
ULTIMATELY, USUN RELIEVES THAT U.S. SHOULD PARTICIPATE 
IN DISCUSSION ON III. 5 WITH ULTIMATE GOALS OF AFRICANS 
IN MIND AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE AERICANS HAVE NO 
PARTICULAR COMMITMENT TO III. 5 PER SE, BUT RATHER TO THE 
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RESULTS THAT A COMPREHENSIVE DISCUSSION OF IT WOULD HAVE 

ELSEWHERE. 

6. AMBASSADOR WELLS AND LADD HAVE SCHEDULED A LUNCH 
WITH ABUAH FOR MAY 1 TO DISCUSS SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES. 
WE INTEND TO PURSUE POSSIBILITIES EOR RECONCILING THIS 
PROBLEM AT THAT TIME. ONE OF OUR MAIN INTENTIONS 
WILL BE TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF AN AFRICAN 
AGREEMENT TO AVOID ULTIMATELY HOLDING UP THE CONVENTION 
ON THIS POINT. WHETHER THIS WILL AMOUNT TO AN AGREEMENT 
ON OUR BEHALF TO PARTICIPATE IN DETAILED DISCUSSION IN 
THE EXPECTATION THAT AFRICANS WILL WITHDRAW OR SUB- 
STANTIALLY MODIFY SECTION (OR MOVE IT EROM PART A 
TO PART B OF E/6006), OR WHETHER IT WILL INVOLVE 
DISCUSSION OE COMPROMISE LANGUAGE IS UNCLEAR. USUN 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANY GUIDANCE WHICH WE MIGHT USE IN 
SUCH A DISCUSSION. YOUNG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CORRUPTION, COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USUNN01704 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 82-0584 

Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978043/aaaaabsv.tel 

Line Count: 167 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0f2854a9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2885796 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ECOSOC GROUP ON CORRUPT PRACTICES 
TAGS: EGEN, PGOV, SF, UN, ECOSOC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0f2854a9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



